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V^The Mowing- Devil : 



Or, Strange NEWS out of 



Hartford - (hire, 

— ^ — _ ^ ^ ^ - 

Bcing a Truj Relation of a^Farmer, who Bargaining 



^ith a PoorMnt>gr, nbout the Cutting- down Three Half 



Acres of Qtf/Jj upon the A/ow^r*s asking too much, the Far' 



mer {wore That ihe Devil fhould Mow it^ ralber than H e : 



And fo it fcU out, that that very Night, the Crop ot Oats 
ihew'd as if it had been all of a Flame; but next Morning 
itfipearVi fe neatlyMow'd by tbeDevil> or fome Infernal Spt> 



nt, that no Mortal- Man was ^ble to do the like. 
Ifo, How the faid Qi>/jly now in the Field, andtt 



Alfo, 

•Jiaa^iiot^ Power to fetch them 



the Owner 



JUlcenfal, jfug4ifi £ath. 1678. 
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(I) 

jfc.^ iirn*lrriiMiiilr iilTiiiMrnilr ^tTw'lt iTI* titt ttti^ 

T H'E 

M'OWING-JDE¥IL= 

O R, 

Strange NEWS out of Hartfordr- 

/hire, &€. 

MEft may dally with l£)tilllltl, ami 
Criticijeon He 11^ as Wittily as t bey 
pleafe^ but that there are really fucb 
places^ the wife Difpenfatiom of Almighty 
I^rtmidwee^ k^es not ctafe continually to e» 
vince. For^if by tbofe accumulated circum* 
fiances uubich generally induces us to the be lief 
of any thing beyond our fenfesy we may rea- 
fonahiy gather that there are certainly fuck 
things as'^flMA^ we muft necejfarily con^ 
clude^ that .Devik have a Hell ^ a^^d 

A z as 



(2) 

at tbiti ii a Hell) there muft be a Heaven, 
and confequentlya GOD; and Ji all the 

Duties of Cbrifiian Religion as indifpenjible 
fubfequents necejjarilj Jo/low. 

The firft of which Propofitions, this eoiulug 
Narrative diocs not a little help to Confirm, 

For no longer ago, than within the compafs of 
this prefeut Mouth of Augufiy there hapiied £> un- 
uiiial«n Accidentia Hartjordjkire^ .as is not on« 
Jjr the general Difcourle* and Admiration of the 
whole Country; butmaj for it$ Rarity Challenge 
a«y other event, which has for thcfe many years 
bin Produc*t in any other County whatfoever. The 
Story thus. 

In the fald Countyj Lives a Rich indudrious 
Farmer, who perceiving a fmall Crop of his (of 
about thrceHalf-Acres of Land which he hadSowed 
with Oais) to be Ripe aiul fit for Gnthering, fent 
to a poor Neighbour whom lie knew worked 
commonly in the Summer-time ax. Harveft Labor, 
to agree with him about Mowing, or Cuttipt^ the 
iaid Oais dow i] ; The poor Man as il bchoov'd 
Him, endeavour'd to fell the Sweat of his Brows 
and Marrow of his Bmies at as dear a Rate as rea** 
fonably he might, and therefore askt a good round 
Price for his Labour, which the Fanner taking 
Ibme excqstions at, bid him much more under the 
ufual Rate than the poor Man askt above it; So 
that ibme iharp Words bad paft, when the Farmer 
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lerjcUsSjo;. luiich .more 



told him lie wouldj 
about it. . AVHe^rci!r< 
iiig with himfiilr? tlia! 



S DO t of W^o r kT^I^ • mT 

Bufinefs whicry:he T^ujl^^ be- 
f!de» rap after j*)iHp^| ay df^t^^^^^ 
than difplerfe jiiin,'he*^^5li^^ rate i& 

Reafbn be pleased; 'and as an inA:ance*%f his wV- 
iingnefs to fery« him, propos*d"to him a loiter 
price, than he had Mowed for any time this Yestf 
before. The irretated Farwer with' a ftern look, 
and hafty gefture, told the poor man, That the- De^ 
vil bimfelf Jbould Mow his ■.OzKs before Jje fiould ^ 
have any thing to Jo with them/^i}d upon^ tjjis \V"el8E'^- 
h is -way, and left the forrowful Yeoman, npt a Jj^lt?*' 
troubled that he had ditiSbJii'Iy^bT^^HUji'hQr 
wcr it lay to do him m^iiy kid 
But how ever, in the'Hitip'm' 
rupted prorpcrity, we m'ay. llluf, ? 
felvesover the miferable Indigencies ofct^ 
ted Neighbours; yet there 'is' a "ju ft' C 
who weighs us not by our Bags, nor m(5af^re^l 
our CoiFers y hut looks upon aU ^^^^^^'^^^^^f. 
as the common Sons ofj^dami to tfilftfhe^h?car6-j 
fully Ofiiciates that Rank dr Station "fel 
Almighty has plac'c him, tho but a ihean bne^s 
truly more worthy the Eftimation of all Men, than 
he who is preferM to fopei'ior dignities, and abu* 
ies them: And what greater abule, than the con- 
.tempt of Men below him : the relief of whole 
common necefllties is none of the lead Conditions 
wherby he holds all his Goodtbingsi which when 

■ Aa ' that 

.1.1...-- ^ 



eiiff*of^'an*'ii 
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tbatTenofv is 'forfeited bjr bis ddSiiAlt, he way 
joftly expe£fc focne Judgmeat ta enfne; or clfe tliac 
thofe ridies wherby be prises bimlelf ib extravao 
gantly, may Ihortly be taken from 'bim* 

We will uoC attempt to fathom the caaie, or 
rciiba of Preternatural events; but certain we are, 
as the mod Credible and General Relation can in- 
form us, that that fame night this poor Mower, and 
Farmer parted, his Feild of was publickly be- 
held by ieveral PafTengers, to be all on a Flame, 
and io continued for lome jpnce, to the great cou- 
ilernaciou of thofe that beheld it« 

Which ft range news being by feveral carried to 
the Farmer next morning, could not but give him 
a great Curiofity to go and fee what was b<;coii:ic 
of his Crop of Oats^ which he could not imagin, 
but was totally devoured by thofe ravenous Flames 
which were obiervM to be ib long refident on bis 
Acre and half of Ground* 

Certainly a refle£lion on his fuddain and indlA 
creet expreflion, \Tbat the Devil JhouU Mawe bis 
Oats bejfore the poor Nan Jhould bavi emy tbmg to 
do wiib tbem] could not but on this occanon 
come into his Memory. For if we will but allow 
our lelves fb much leifure, to confidcr how mafiy 
hits of providence go to the produ<flion ot one 
Crop of Corn, fuch as the aptitude of Soyl, the 
Sealbnablencfs of Showers,Nourilhing SoHHccsand 
Saiubreous winds, (s'c. we fliould rather wricome 

Maturity 
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Maturity with DevoutAcknowledgmcnts than pre* 
veat our gathering of it by our profuie wiihes. 

But not to keep the Curious Reader any lon- 
ger in fufpence, the inquifitive Farmer no looner 
arriv'd at the place where his Oii/j grew, but to his 
admiration he found the Crop was Cut down ready 
to his hands J and as if the. Devil had a mind to- 
ihew his dexterity in the art of ^tshmuiry, and 
fcom*d to mow them after the ufual manner, he 
cut them in round Circles, and plac't every Uttvw 
with that eza£knefs that it would have taken up a* 
bove an Age» for any Man to perform what ho 
did in that one night: And the man that ows them 
is as yet afraid to remove them. 



FINIS. 
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